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'WHAT'S IN A NAME'.. . JOHN DOE ARRIVES IN INDIA

The essay written by Ms. PayelnChatterjee has won the Best Paper Prize in Inter Pacific Bar Association (IPBA)
2012 Conference currently underway in New Delhi.

Intellectual property, (IP) though intangible, is probably the most important form of property today. IP having

developed into a powerful commercial asset with the ever-evolving digital technology, its theft has also become

rampant. IP infringement by unknown and unidentified entities constituting class of infringers has also increased

throughout the world. This necessitates the need for evolution in IP protection, which considering its nature, is no

easy task.

This led to the adoption of "John Doe" orders. John Doe is an internationally accepted practice to enforce intellectual

property rights of parties and is prevalent in several foreign jurisdictions including Canada, America, Australia and

UK. Rec ently, India has started using this unique concept under the alias "John Doe/Ashok Kumar" orders to punish

class of unknown infringers. The paper analyzes the origins of John Doe orders and their evolution and global

recognition. Utilization of such orders through different jurisdictions has been analyzed to understand its impact and

usage.

The Indian judiciary has taken positive steps towards development of this trend and recognizing the need for such

orders to provide relief to victims/parties. Usage of John Doe orders in Indian scenario has brought in awareness and

protection to holders of IP rights but the question remains how such orders will be implemented and enforced.

For the complete paper "What's in a name... John Doe arrives in India".
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DISCLAIMER

The contents of this hotline should not be construed as legal opinion. View detailed disclaimer.

This Hotline provides general information existing at the time of
preparation. The Hotline is intended as a news update and
Nishith Desai Associates neither assumes nor accepts any
responsibility for any loss arising to any person acting or
refraining from acting as a result of any material contained in this
Hotline. It is recommended that professional advice be taken
based on the specific facts and circumstances. This Hotline does
not substitute the need to refer to the original pronouncements.

This is not a Spam mail. You have received this mail because you
have either requested for it or someone must have suggested your
name. Since India has no anti-spamming law, we refer to the US
directive, which states that a mail cannot be considered Spam if it
contains the sender's contact information, which this mail does. In
case this mail doesn't concern you, please unsubscribe from mailing
list.
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